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great scale, earnestly enjoining their performance on his
successors, the observance and full ceremonies of the
Dasara feast/1 where the throne plays such a prominent
part. Stone inscriptions (Seringapatam 99) prove that
Chikka Deva Raja Wadiyar possessed and used the throne.

The commonly accepted story that he received the
throne from Aurangzeb has little foundation; but there
is every reason to credit Mr. Rice's account. * Khasim
Khan/ he says, * the friend of the Raja at the court of
Aurangzeb, died; and Chikka Deva Raja resolved to send
an embassy to the Emperor for the purpose of establishing
a fresh.interest at court. . . . The embassy, which set
out in 1699, returned in 1700, bringing with it, as is
alleged, a new signet from the Emperor, bearing the
title, Jug Deo Raj (Jagat Deva Raja, the Sovereign of
the World), and permission to sit on an ivory throne/8

That the Emperor Aurangzeb did confer such per-
mission on feudatory rulers is evident from his vengeance
on the Raja of Bednur, a few years later, for daring to use
a throne without the imperial assent.3

Fortified by this permission, Chikka Deva Raja and
his descendants sat on the Mysore ivory throne, so
strangely acquired and possibly of such great antiquity,4

Even if we disregard the legendary period, there seems
little reason to doubt the records of its history during the
five and a half centuries, from its adoption by the Vijaya-
nagar emperor in 1338,

It did not pass unscathed through those restless,

1 Epigraphia Carnatica, Mysore, II; T. Narasipur, 63; Seringa-
, 14,16,103.

*  Gazetteer of Mysore, I, p. 3S6.

*  History of Mysoor, by Col. WUks, I, p. 61.

*  See the Progeny Lotus, in the Jagan Mohan Palace, Mysore.